
EXPLORING social problems
Who Is Politically Engaged?
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Figure 17.1   �Percentage who worked or volunteered 
for a campaign or candidate, by 
political ideology, 2014

SOURCE: Pew Research Center 2014.
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Figure 17.2   �Percentage who contacted an elected 
official, by political ideology, 2014

SOURCE: Pew Research Center 2014.
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Figure 17.3   �Percentage who attended a campaign 
event, by political ideology, 2014

SOURCE: Pew Research Center 2014.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Pew Research Center surveyed 10,013 adults in 
2014, asking about their political engagement. Political 
engagement may be operationalized in many different 
ways—voting, contributing to a candidate, working for a 
campaign, or attending a political rally.

The Pew researchers concluded that engagement 
tends to be a U-shaped pattern, with higher levels 
of engagement at the right and left of the ideological 
spectrum and lower levels in the center. Notice this 
pattern in Figures 17.1 through 17.3.

The researchers acknowledge that other factors are 
correlated with political engagement, such as age and 
education. Hypothesize the relationship between these 
other demographic factors and political engagement. 
As education increases, does the likelihood of political 
engagement increase or decrease? Explain the reason for 
your answers.
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